Spectator 2014-02-26 by Editors of The Spectator
Seattle University 
ScholarWorks @ SeattleU 
The Spectator Newspapers 
2-26-2014 
Spectator 2014-02-26 
Editors of The Spectator 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/spectator 
Recommended Citation 
Editors of The Spectator, "Spectator 2014-02-26" (2014). The Spectator. 2490. 
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/spectator/2490 
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Newspapers at ScholarWorks @ SeattleU. It has 
















































































Fitness center, study lounge,





-OR NEW 00 ?
THE SPECTATOR IS HIRING FOR ALL POSITIONS FOR THE 2014-2015 ACADEMIC YEAR
DESIGNERS»EDITORS»WRITERS»PHOTOGRAPHERS




Connections; Relationships in the Age of Technology
a tree Leadership Conference open to all students
Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Christopher Paul
Saturday, March 1, 2014 | 11AM-3PM
RSVP at www.seattleu.edu/leadershrp
Workshop Titles Include:
Ftili Speed Ahead:. Expiating the impact of Technofogy an Nonprofit Fundraising
Mi, tmn brand itfrd f v,ani to be your friend. ReaJIy."
Ptrionaf Branding in the Digit*" Ag»>'
4
COVER PHOTO BY NICOLE SCHLAEPPI
Kellie Cox
Editor-in-Chief
Caroline Ferguson Collin Overbay
Managing Editor& Copy Chief Online Editor
Emily Hedberg


















©SEATTLE U TRIES TO GIVE RIDESHAREPROGRAMS A LIFT
O SEATTLE U RECONSIDERS ITS READING
REAL ESTATE
©GOTTBERG DIRECTS 400-YEAR-OLDFARCE-ABOUT OBAMACARE?
TUNING UP FOR BATTLE OF THE BANDS
OFROM BASKETBALL TO HOCKEY, SEAT-TLE LOOKS FOR A LEAGUE OF ITS OWN







































FREE COLLEGE (AT FIRST) UNDER PROPOSED BILL
Harrison Bucher
Staff Writer
Imagine a world where money is not
an immediate concern when choosing
to attend a college.
A new bill being proposed in
Washington state could make this a
reality. The bill is called PayItForward
and was proposed by Representative
Larry Seaquist.
Essentially, the bill would allow
for students to go to college without
paying up front tuition. All costs
could be paid after graduation from
a fixed percentage of the students
annual income. The idea is that each
graduating class would help to “pay
it forward” for the next generation
of students.
“One way of looking at it is that it is
essentially just a giant loan,” said Jeff
Scofield, director of student financial
services. “Current loan programs are
limited in what you can borrow and
are paid back in 10 years. This plan
seems not to be limited and could take
a potentially long time to pay off.”
The bill can take up to 25 years topay
off, depending on the students income
after graduation. This plan gives the
student a clear idea of how they will
be paying for their education.
Students tend to have differing
views on what they think of the bill.
Some don’t see it as that different from
having to pay off the student loans
they already have.
“The plan seems very ominous,”
said freshman Afina Walton. “It is just
something terrible to look forward
to. But that is what we have now with
loans.”
{Theplan seems veryominous. It is justsomething terrible tolook forward to.Afina Walton,
Freshman
One positive of the bill is that
paying a small percentage of income
over a long period of time could be
easier on students rather than being
immediately faced with the task of
paying for tuition upon entry into
higher education.
“The bill will likely encouragemore
motivated students with low incomes




across a wide spec-
trum of incomes to m.
simply go to college.
LarrySeaquist,
Representative
That is the goal—to allow students
with low incomes to have an easier
way to attend college by avoiding the
upfront costs, according to the bill
creators.
“It enables people across a wide
spectrum of incomes to simply
go to college,” Seaquist told The
Seattle Times.
Each year the cost of tuition at
colleges and universities is increasing,
and student debt continues to grow.
This leads to growing concerns for
families with low and middle level
income thatwant to send theirchildren
to college. For many of those families,
the task appears impossible.
But if this bill were to be accepted,
families would not have to worry
about the financial burden of sending
their kids to college, Seaquist says.
Ideally, students would be in a better
position to pay for their education
after college.
The fact that tuition would be
covered up front could raise some
concerns on student motivation,
Scofield said. Because payments
aren’t required early on, students
could forget the importance of
additional funding.
“It could be an unintended
consequence that students would
no longer have the incentive to try
to receive current funding such as
scholarships,” Scofield said. “They can
say, ‘I’ll just take care ofit later.’”
Another issue that has come up with
the proposed bill is that it would take
funding away from current programs
such as need-based grants that are
helping students pay for college.
However, the hope is that the program
would eventually be able to sustain
itself off the student payments and be
independent of state funds.
There have been similar
proposals for new legislation in
17 other states, though no state
has actually implemented a Pay it
Forward system.
Oregon will be looking into a
potential test run of the program
beginning in 2015.
Representative Seaquist is
hopeful the bill will eventually be
implemented. If the bill is passed
and receives enough initial funds, up
to five high schools in Washington
State with large proportions of low
income students will be selected
to start up the program. Seaquist
wants to see everyone have access to
higher education.
“This sounds good,” said Seattle U
senior Casey Ferris. “Education is an
investment for the workforce that pays
for itself. Anything that allows for a
larger educated populous is good for
all aspects of society.”
Harrison may be reached at
hbucher@su-spectator.com
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SEATTLE PROPOSES FACE ‘LYFT’ FOR RIDESHARES
Alaina Bever
Staff Writer
Talk of imposed regulations on the
popular rideshares such as Lyft and
Uber has fueled debate among the
Seattle community.
If you’re a college student or young
adult living in a large city like Seattle,
chances are you use taxi services
occasionally or maybe even rely on
them to get to and from work. And
even ifyou don’t make use oftaxis and
other car services, you have probably
seen cars with giant pink mustaches
cruising around the cityand wondered
where they came from.
No, those pink mustaches are not
just a quirky Seattle trend. Those cars
are a part of Lyft, just one of several
popular car services such as Uber and
Sidecar that have taken over Seattle
and several other big cities.
Though many Seattle University
students use these services, some are
unaware of the controversy that has
arisen over the legality and regulation
of these car services. Seattle City
Council has been debating enforcing a
cap on the number ofcars. It is unclear
how changes might affect students,
but it is likely that prices would rise.
“Some of the regulations vary by
city, but Seattle is attempting to crack
down on ridesharing services due
to Lyft having cheaper rates than the
traditional taxi service,” said Bryan
Jung, a University of Washington
student and Lyft student ambassador.
“Ridesharing is a unique experience
in that it is a different style of
transportation. With Lyft specifically,
the drivers are more engaging and
entertaining, being your ‘friend’ for
the ride. A smartphone app is the
main way to find a nearby ride and
stay in contact with the driver to know
about their status. Some of the city’s
regulations may be in regards to safety
concerns, but Lyft has its own bylaws
and liabilities to ensure customer
safety, leading to a great customer
experience.”
Seattle U students have grown
accustomed to using these alternative
taxi services
“We hardly use traditional taxis, we
SEATTLEPI.COM • AP PHOTO
Drivers and ridersfor the rideshare company Lyft show their support during a rallyfor ridesharing services in Seattle,
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2014. The Seattle City Council is considering regulationsfor the companies and drivers thatprovide
the service.
use Uber almost every weekend,” said
Jackie Nguyen, a Seattle U student,
of her and her friends. According
to Nguyen, a typical ride from the
University District to Seattle U will
cost about $15.
“Because I have an account set up,
it’s so easy,” said Tommy Conroy,
another Seattle U student. “I’ve had no
negative experiences with Uber, and I
tell other people to use it, too.”
Conroy said that in his experience,
Uber is usually less expensive than
a cab ride, but the drivers do charge
higher prices at night or during busier
hours.
Despite, and possibly due to, the
popularity of these alternative taxis,
the Seattle City Council is currently
debating over a potential cap on the
number of private rideshare drivers
and enforcing regulations on the
private companies—such regulations
already exist for traditional taxis.
Many customers, including
Seattle U students who use private
rideshare companies, appreciate the
convenience of the new rideshares.
Proponents of non-regulation of
rideshare services say that to impose
limits on the number of these cars
and their availability during the week
would prevent innovation and growth
and inconveniences customers for
the sake of protecting traditional taxi
companies.
“Seattle’s draft policies, which are
scheduled to be discussed by a council
committee Thursday, blatantly favor
the established cab industry,” wrote
guest columnist Gary Shapiro in a
special for the Seattle Times. “Under
the new rules, non-taxi services would
have to pay an annual license fee of up
to $50,000; they would not be allowed
to operate more than 100 cars in the
city; and their cars would have to
undergo a 19-point inspection.”
According to an article by KOMO
News, over 700 Uber drivers,have
signed a petition to prevent new
regulations. And as tensions continue
to mount, an estimated 100 people
gathered outside CityHall on February
12 to rally in support of the rideshare
services.
February 26, 2014
On the other side of the argument,
there are several good points to be
made in support of new restrictions.
None of the three private vehicle
companies, Uber, Lyft, or Sidecar, pay
fees to the city to cover city inspections
of cars and drivers and are not subject
to caps on the numberallowed vehicles
as traditional taxis are.
Some proponents of enforced
regulations argue that these rules are
necessary to protect the traditional
taxi industry, and the workers who
rely on the taxi industry for work.
These workers say that they are losing
business because they can’t compete
with the prices and innovation that
new car services have to offer.
The latest announcements reports
that the final decision by the city
council will be a compromise between
the two sides. According to KOMO
news, the city will make a decision on
the rideshare debate on Feb. 27.
Alaina may be reached at
abever@su-spectator.com
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REBRANDING POSTERS AIMED AT THE INDIVIDUAL
Sheldon Costa
Staff Writer
“Seattle University is a
sleeping giant, and we need
to awaken the sleeping giant.”
These were the words that Scott
McClellen, the current vice president
of communications at Seattle
University, used to describe the
schools recent eiforts at rebranding
itself.
As part of this ongoing effort,
the school has recently made
a number of changes geared at
making Seattle U a larger contender
in the educational market.
Accepted early-admission students
saw one example of this endeavor just
a few weeks ago when, along with
the traditional Seattle U acceptance
package, students are now receiving
a medium-sized poster featuring a
quote from their application essays.
“Your words have made an
impression on us. So we made
an impression of them. At Seattle
University you are one of one. And
nothing could be greater,”are thewords
written on the back of the posters.
According to Dean of Admissions
Melore Nielsen, the decision to include
posters as part of the acceptance
package was another way to show
students Seattle Us personal approach
to choosing incoming students. The
company tasked with the university’s
rebranding campaign, called
160over90, presented the idea as one
of many during a recent meeting with
the school’s Brand Leadership Group.
{Yourwords have made Ian impression on us. mAdmissions poster,
Seattle University
Last spring the company began
a “discovery phase” to try and
understand the school’s unique
personality as an institution. This
included interviewing staff, students
and faculty about what they thought
most accurately represented Seattle U.
They also interviewed external group
to gauge public perception of the
school. Part of their findings, Nielsen
said, was the school’s emphasis on
6 NEWS
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Posters displaying quotesfrom risingfreshmen who have been accepted to Seattle U. The office ofadmissions has begun send-
ing out the posters to the class of2018.
creating personal relationships with
incoming students. This had already
taken the form of the personalized
letters that accompanied acceptance
letters.
“As an agency, that resonated with
[160over90], so when they were
presenting their findings and talking
about things we could do, they said
they certainly want to build on that,”
Nielsen said. “So they kind of had this
concept of ‘wouldn’t it be cool if we
took it one step furtherand we took a
quote out of their essay?”’
The idea stuck with Nielsen. When
the agency first brought the idea
forward, Nielsen said they had only
a small number of students in mind:
maybe those who had been accepted
into the Honors program or received
a particular scholarship. Nielsen’s
thoughts for the plan, however, were
much more expansive.
“We don’t want to do that for 15
students,” she said. “We want to do
that for every admitted student.”
This involved goingbackthrough the
600 essays that admissions counselors
had already read and choosing quotes
fromthem. Despite the administrative
difficulties that accompany such a
decisions, admissions was able to
send posters out to all the early-
action students, and is currently in
the process of finishing up posters for
students who applied later, which will
go out in March.
The admitted students Facebook
page and Instagram have already
begun to fill up with pictures of
students’ posters. A quick scan of
#SUONEofONE tag on Instagram
reveals over 60 pictures of student
posters. The quotes are heavily
personalized and, though they may
not make sense to the casual observer,
obviouslyhold great sentimental value
to the recipients.
“I’m here to stand up for the little
creatures and to share their world
with our world,” says a photo from
Instagram user “toomuchwanderlust,”
posted with the comment: “Coolest
college mail ever,” and followed up
with another comment from a friend
saying, “That’s so badass.”
The poster initiative is just one small
part of the school’s recent rebranding
efforts. McClellen, who put together
the Brand Leaderships group, said
Seattle U’s main goals in therebranding
campaign are to move away from the
modesty that once defined the school,
without needing to push against larger
schools with massive budgets.
“We don’t have to shout as loud as
everyone else, we just have to make
sure we’re in the game.” McClellen
said. “And the reason I say that is we
do have such a great story to tell, and if
we tell it with clarify, it’s going to really
position us for long term success.”
McClellen and the Brand
Leadership group are also working
on a more comprehensive “visibility
campaign” that they hope to launch in
December to increase awareness of the
university. Though no materials have
been decided on, this could include
billboards and redesigned apparel, and
will most certainly involve revamping
the school’s digital presence. The
group isalso in the process of updating
the graduate and undergraduate
viewbooks. Like the posters, these
efforts seek to make Seattle U stand
out on it’s own particular merits as a
small Jesuit school.
The change also means working on
Seattle U’s physical presence on the
Hill.
“We need to pull back the curtain
more. Too many people drive or ride
by the campus and do not even realize
we are here,” McClellen said.
Sheldon may be reached at
scosta@su-spectator.com
STUDENTS WORK TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT SYRIA
Lena Beck
Staff Writer
This March marks three years of
bloody civil war in Syria.
The broken bridge between the
people and the government has yet to
be fixed, and the displaced refugees
have still not gone home. The U.S.
stands just outside what has become a
complex political battle.
As students at Seattle University,
some find it difficult to know what
to do. A panel earlier this year at
City Hall addressed the revolution in
Syria. According to the panelists, one
good step is trying to understand the
situation. It’s important to understand
that it’s going to be a long haul
situation with no immediate fixes,
speakers said. Even so, they added,
it’s not hopeless. A good thing for
Americans to do is stay informed.
Seattle U sophomore Katie Hogan
said that she gets all ofher news on the
Syrian conflict from Skimm, a news
source that sends her email updates.
Sophomore Allison Meyers cited
SourceFed and Philip DeFranco as
being reliable places to get information
“I get all my news from these two
Youtube channels,” she said.
Even so, it can be hard to learn all
the facets of a complex situation.
The Spectator wanted to provide
a breakdown of what has been
happening.
According to BBC, the fighting first
broke out in March of 2011. Syria has
an authoritarian government, wherein
Bashar al-Assad has maintained his
position as president throughout the
civil war. Peaceful protests began after
students were jailed and supposedly
tortured for doing critical graffiti
messages aimed at the government.
Organizers were protesting for
increased freedom of expression
in defense of the students. The
governmental response to these
protests was violent, spurring
an ongoing battle between the
government and those who became
known as the rebels.
But even the rebel forces are by no
means united in Syria. There are many
AP PHOTO . HASSAN AMMAR
A Lebanese soldier carries an injured boy awayfrom the site of a car bomb explosion in the suburb of Beir Hassan, Beirut,
Lebanon, Wednesday, Feb. 19. The latest attack was linked to the civil war in neighboring Syria that has killed and wound-
ed scores ofpeople over the lastfew months.
small factions within the government
resistance movement. The largest and
most prominent is called the Free
Syrian Army, who is still significandy
smaller and less equipped than
the government. These forces are
ultimately fighting for freedom but
nowwith the added focus ofremoving
al-Bashar from office. It is important
to note that not everyone in Syria
opposes the government. Al-Assad
still has many supporters among the
Syrian people.
But all are experiencing the effects
and discontent of the civil war.
According to a recent Huffington Post
blog by Wendy Pearlman, assistant
professor of political science at
Northwestern University. “Every day,
Syrian children are struck dead, have
limbs blown off, shiver in freezing
refugee camps, or starve. Bombs
fall from the sky, political prisoners
become skeletons, and families survive
on boiled grass. World heritage sites
turn to rubble and polio spreads.”
Though the conflict in Syria has
attracted the attention of many world
powers, the U.S. and many other
countries continue to stand by the
wayside. The rebels and the Syrian
government are more or less at a
stalemate—neither side is able to get
the upper hand. According to BBC,
the U.S. could be reluctant to get
involved in the Syrian conflict because
that could also mean engaging with
Russia, an ally of Syria.
Additionally, the U.S. doesn’t want
another prolonged presence in a
middle eastern country.
“What is certain is that . the
option least likely to end the Syrian
nightmare is continuation of the
Syrian nightmare,” wrote Pearlman.
The United Nations has recently
passed a resolution saying that the
Assad government cannot interfere
with the provision of humanitarian
aid to the millions ofSyrians who need
it. The resolution was even signed by
Syria’s ally Russia, sending a strong
message to the Syrian government.
Secretary of State John Kerry says
that this resolution could be a
possible turning point if implemented
correctly.
The Syrian Civil War is part of a
movement called the Arab Spring,
wherein since 2010, many Middle
Eastern countries have begun
revolutions against the government
resulting in inter-country warfare.
Many civilians have been displaced,
February 26, 2014
both into refugee camps and other
countries. Syria is bordered by the
Mediterranean Sea, Lebanon, Jordan,
Iraq and Turkey, as well as a little bit
of Israel and Palestinian territories.
Simply escaping to a new country
doesn’t solve the problem.
According to Cassandra Nelson of
Mercy Corps, one ofthe panelists from
Town Hall, Syria’s bordering countries
have many of their own problems
meaning it is difficult to additionally
care for refugees.
Seattle Town Hall’s October panel
on the Syrian conflict included riot
only Nelson from Mercy Corps, but
also Director of the Jackson School
at the University of Washington
Resat Kasaba and influential Turkish
journalist Candar.
The panel added that Americans
can advocate and write to Congress.
To conclude the evening, they advised
Americans to remember that the
United States arrived at its strength
by holding onto justice. Their final
advice: uphold justice always.
Lena may be reached at
lbeck@su-spectator.com
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LIB. FACES NEW CHAPTER AS STUDENTS CHECK OUT
Harrison Bucher
Staff Writer
It seems like the library is overlooked
and overbooked.
University librarian John Popko and
Provost Isiaah Crawford have had dis-
cussions that could potentially lead
to a change in the way space is uti-
lized on campus, particularly within
the Lemieux Library and McGoldrick
Learning Commons.
Some library staff members appear
to be upset by the upcoming changes,
though there is much internal confu-
sion about what these changes will en-
tail and how far along discussions are.
The Spectator tried to speak to several
members of library staff on this issue,
but all of them declined to comment.
As of now, according to administra-
tors, there is nothing definite happen-
ing; any forthcoming changes are still
in early discussion phase. Further-
more, they argue, any changes that
will come to the building are entirely
driven by efficiency concerns.
Students aren’t checking out very
many books, Crawford said, suggest-
ing that space might be put to better
use.
For a couple years of years, Seattle
University has been gathering infor-
mation from peer institutions regard-
ing their use of library space, Popko
and Crawford said in a joint interview.
That information was recently com-
piled into a formal proposal to more
closely examine use of that space on
this campus and consider possible
changes.
With a growing student population
and little area to expand within it’s
pocket in Seattle, the university con-
stantly looks to make the most efficient
use of the space available on campus.
“Space is a valuable asset...” Popko
said. “The university asks me to be as
careful with the allocation of space as
with the allocation of money”
The Lemieux Library and McGold-
rick Learning Commons currently
contains classrooms, the Byte cafe, a
multimedia production center, three
computer labs, study spaces and a lot
of books. In fact, the library contains
8 NEWS
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The administration has discussedplans to reallocate space in the library while keeping in mind the importance ofstudy space.
approximately 270 thousand volumes.
However, as technology advances, li-
brary staff find students turning more
and more to electronic resources.
“We have done preliminary analy-
sis of our circulation statistics,” Popko
said. “From 2011 to 2013, only 8 to 9
percent of all printed books were ever
checked out...I have to wonder how
well we are using that space in the li-
brarybuilding.”
If books were to be removed from
the library, they would, according to
Popko, be stored in a depository so
that any book could be retrieved if a
student needed it. The library is not
looking to eradicate its collection.
“If we do decide to move in this di-
rection, we would look to make the
printed collection available as we have
done before,” Crawford said. “Looking
at issues around circulation, the space
governance committee on campus has
been informed of our desire to look at
this assessment and find the best use
of space that would come forward if
we move in this matter for academic
purposes.
Large changes to the library likely
mean large changes for its staff. There
are approximately 50 employees be-
tween the library and learning com-
mons. Earlier thisyear the buiding saw
another large renovation when the In-
stitute for Catholic Thought and Cul-
ture was installed on the sixth floor of
the library. This space was originally a
lounge for librawry staff, and backthen
there was some concern among library
employees about the consequences of
the repurpose. Today, forthcoming
changes could be a continuing source
of concern for these individuals.
“Some will be excited about change,
others threatened by it...” Popko said,
“I haven’t polled them but that’s what
you find with people.”
Beyond concerns of staff wellbeing,
Popko and Crawford also expressed an
interesting in ensuring student wellbe-
ing is taken into account as any change
is discussed.
“We are well aware ofthe fact that we
must maintain study space and would
do nothing to reduce that opportunity
for students,” Crawford said. “It is defi-
nitely something to consider as a pri-
ority.”
For now, it appears that changes
would only occur byfinding new ways
to use the space currently occupied by
books that are not being put to use.
Some of Seattle U’s peer institutions
have looked at moving out the unde-
rutilized portion of their printed col-
lection in order to make more room
for study space. Seattle U is in a good
position as they already have more
study space than most of the other in-
stitutions and can look to use the ex-
tra space, ifit is decided to move some
books, in more creative ways.
“It is in a process of discussion and
no decision has been made,” Crawford
stressed. “Ifwe move in this direction,
it would be my every intention that
any space would be used for academic
purposes which includes faculty, stu-
dents and academic programs.”
Harrison may be reached at
hbucher@su-spectator.com
TAKE A BITE OUT OF THIS WEEK’S TRENDING NEWS
The high cost ofmaintaining a working, accessible transit system is finally tak-
ing its toll on Seattle. Seattle City Council voted last week to increase bus fares—
Seattle voters will decide on the increase in the April election.
If the increase is approved, Metro-users will see a 25-cent fare hike starting
in 2015. These price adjustments are meant to save King County Metro Transit
from needing to cut service by as much as 17 percent, according to The Seattle
Times.
CITY COUNCIL APPROVES BUS FARE INCREASE
The ballot measure also presents a $60 car-tab fee. Together, the higher fees
would raise $130 million a year, $80 million of which would be for improving
and restoring Metro service, bus routes and road maintenance. The remaining
$50 million would extend to fixing roads in other cities.
A low-income fare of $1.25 was also approved by the council—the increase
in fare price would hit this community the hardest. While advocates and transit
users are opposed to the fare increase, Councilmember Kathy Lambert told The
Seattle Times they don’t have much of a choice.
“It’s sort of like your roof,” Lambert said. “Nobody wakes up in the morning
and says, ‘I really want to repair the roof’ But when the water is dripping on
your head.. .you realize it’s time to fix the roof.”
SAGGING VIADUCT SCARES SEATTLE
Sagging is seldom welcome, a remind-
er of the inevitability of death. While
cosmetic surgery now allows Seattle’s
citizenry to fix personal sag, these
people must now worry about an en-
tirely different sagging: that of the
Alaskan Way Viaduct.
The Viaduct, an elevated section
of SR-99 that travels along the fringe
where the city-proper meets the
Sound has long been a source of con-
cern for residents. The highway has
always been of particular concern to
seismologists - many of them crying
over the years of the danger posed by the concrete behemoth stretching over
some of the city’s most populated and historic areas.
After the 2001 Nisqually earthquake, the viaduct was damaged and began
to sag. Demolition began a few years ago after area residents, seismologists,
and politicians agreed that they could no longer co-exist with the road. Some
sections still remain and these sections are now sagging, according to some, at
alarming levels. The Washington State Department ofTransportation, however,
has denied that these remaining sagging sections pose a real threat.
‘NO CHILD’ MOVES TO ENFORCE‘LEFT BEHIND’TESTS
On Tuesday, according to the Seattle
Times, Washington Governor Jay In-
slee encouraged state lawmakers to in-
clude student’s statewide standardized
test scores in teacher and principal
evaluations. In the past, Washington
state only included the scores of local
district testing in their evaluations.
Inslee’s announcement comes on
the heels of a Federal announcement
encouraging states to include state-
wide test scores in their evaluations,
or risk losing their No Child Left Be-
hind funds. The state of Washington,
along with several other states, has
long received a special waiver from
the Federal government allowing it to
ignore disliked portions of the act and
still receive its funding - including the
requirement to include these scores.
Inslee reportedly met with U.S. Secretary ofEducation Arne Duncan over the
weekend and left the meeting convinced that unless Washington adopted this
controversial change they could lose nearly $40 million in federal education
funding.
The use oftest scores as a mechanism to evaluate teachers, particularly scores
on statewide standardized tests, is perhaps the most often debated piece of the
No Child Left Behind plan pushed through congress by President George W.
Bush in his first term and maintained (albeit more loosely) under President
Obama. The recent shift indicates that the Obama Administration may be push-
ing the programback to its original mold.
SMALL BUSINESSES SPEAK UP ON MIN. WAGE
Last week, Capitol Hill’s indepen-
dent businesses put the brakes on the
minimum wage increase debate. The
60 percent hike is too much, too fast,
business owners said.
“We can raise the minimum wage
and keep our independent business
alive if we do this correctly,” said
Stranger publisher Tim Keck on Capi-
tol Hill Seattle Blog (CHS). According
to Keck, small businesses can’t handle
the huge leap. If Seattle wants this
to work, the increase has to be more
gradual, he said.
Small businesses do consider this wage debate to be very important, but
neighborhood organizations are working to discuss the best way to go about
implementing a change like this while also maintaining the local economy.
CHS is talking with business owners about potential strategies. So far, the
website has reported the early ideas are concepts like tip credit and paid sick
leave.








Your luck will finally start to change -
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AND THE NOMINEES ARE,,,
CAPTAIN PHILLIPS | DIRECTED BY PAUL GREENGRASS |
RELEASED OCT. 11 | Sumedha Majumdar, Volunteer Writer
“Captain Phillips” unfolds as a nail-biting dramawith big tear-jerking
moments, which cause the viewer to realize that the films antagonists are
unfortunatevictims of circumstancerather than rebels by choice.
Based on true events and the book, “A Captains Duty: Somali Pirates, Navy
Seals, and Dangerous Days at Sea” by Richard Phillips and Stephan Talty, the
film captures the struggle between the captive and the captor. The film goes
beyond Phillips’ actions to save his crewby viewing the captain negotiate with
the adversary, reaching out to the Somalian pirates, albeit out of desperation.
At a running time of 134 minutes, the film sees powerhouse performances
by the two leads. Tom Hanks yet again proves why he’s a two-time Academy
Award winner in his portrayal of Phillips, while newcomer Barkhad Abdi, as
Abduwali Muse, the head of the pirates, is a delight to watch.
Greengrass’ mind-blowing movie will leavebehind an imprint on viewer’s
comprehension of piracyand sailors’ lives forever. A strong screenplay, direc-
tion and the work of the entire cast and crew make “Captain Phillips” a very
strong contender for the Best Picture at the Oscars.
12 YEARS A SLAVE | DIRECTED BY STEVE MCQUEEN |
RELEASED NOV. 8 | Colleen Fontana, News Editor
The Washington Post called “12 Years A Slave” a “masterpiece.” With outstand-
ing and intentional cinematography, coupled with impactful and emotional
performances by the entire cast, the film is a just 2014 Oscar contender for
Best Picture.
Based on a true-life account of a free black man, Solomon Northup, “12 Years
A Slave” depicts thehorrendous hardships and inexcusable inequality ofslavery.
Northup (Chiwetel Ejiofor) is kidnapped and sold into a pre-Civil War house-
hold in the South, where he is forced into slavery. Northup befriends a young
woman named Patsey (Lupita Nyong’o) and he works to protect the woman
against the lustful attempts of the plantation owner.
“12 Years A Slave” has already been recognized for several honors, including
a Golden Globe Award and British Academy of Film and Television for best




NEBRASKA | DIRECTED BY ALEXANDER PAYNE | RELEASED NOV. 15
Sheldon Costa, Staff Writer
Don’t let the muted aesthetic and simple premise fool you: Alexander Paynes
“Nebraska” is a wonderful film. Not because the acting is particularly incred-
ible, or because the cinematography.is spectacular, but because Paynes film is
an honest and appreciated look at Middle America.
The film—which focuses on a father hell-bent on making it to Nebraska to
obtain a million dollars he thinks he’s won—offers itselfup slowly to the viewer.
We follow David (Will Forte), a man struggling with his own inadequacies in
Billings, Montana, as he drives his father Woody (Bruce Dern) to Nebraska for
the supposed sweepstakes. Though it’s a comedy in most regards, the film is a
work full ofunfinished lives and silent struggles. Payne relies continually on all
the things that can remain unspoken and unresolved in a life and, despite being
kind to some of his characters, never allows the film to go too far into warm
naivete. It’s a happy film in its own right, but it never lets the human comedy
overpower the raw hardship of the people at the heart of the story.
GRAVITY | DIRECTED BY ALFONSO CUARÓN |
RELEASED OCT. 4 | Emily Hedberg, Sports & Opinion Editor
“Gravity,” first and foremost, is a high tech film. With the tech-
nology available to filmmakers in this day and age, graphics and
special effects can be absolutely astounding; “Gravity” took that
technologyand exploited it tenfold.
The film, which focuses on two astronauts (Sandra Bullock
and George Clooney) in the mid-orbit destruction of their
space shuttle, is completely stunning, and transports its viewers
to an unimaginable universe that remains shockingly realistic
throughout the film.
Critics describe the film as irreplaceable and eerie, claiming
that viewers will stay at the edge oftheir seats for the duration of
its 91-minute running time. In my opinion, I received almost the
same dose of“thrill-factor” fromthe trailer.
Overall, the film is carried by its unmatchable detail—which
was in fact enough to carry it to success and make it worthwhile
to watch.
PHILOMENA | DIRECTED BY STEPHEN FREARS |
RELEASED NOV. 27 | Dallas Goschie, News Editor
I was thoroughly planning on loving “Philomena.” A movie about
a quest jointly undertaken by a cynical journalist and a feisty older
woman (both characters I identify with on a personal level)? The film
was practically made for me.
Perhaps these high expectations are the source of the profound dis-
appointment I felt as I left the theater.
In the film, good-hearted Irish pensioner Philomena (Judi Dench)
embarks on a quest with a cold-hearted, publicly-disgraced journalist
Martin (Steve Coogan) to discover what happened to the son she was
forced by nuns to put up for adoption 50 years prior.
Unfortunately, what I’m sure began as a meaningful journey of
tandem discovery and a thoughtful examination of forgiveness was
warped into a disappointingly problematic piece of (albeit beautifully
shot) faux-sentimental garbage.
The director clearly decided audiences would rather laugh at an old




DALLAS BUYERS CLUB | DIRECTED BY JEAN-MARC
VALLÉE | RELEASED NOV. 1 | Kellie Cox, Editor-in-Chief
When Matthew McConaughey came flying out of left field as
cowboy Ron Woodroof, he blinded us to thetruth about “Dallas
Buyers Club”—it’s actually a pretty conventional film. Yet, even
though the biopic’s lead actors shine with the light of a million
suns, the movie itselfdoes not.
The film follows homophobic Woodroof, who, after his diag-
nosis with HIV, realizes that access to HIV medication is limited
in the US. Unwilling to succumb to his disease, Woodroofbe-
gins to smuggle alternative treatments into the U.S. and estab-
lishes a “buyers club” with his unlikely business partner Rayon
(Leto), a Trans woman.
“Dallas Buyers Club” is an inarguably “good” film, but it
shouldn’t—and won’t—win Best Picture. For the most part,
it’s an ordinary biopic built on largely common writing, cliche
themes and some misplaced casting—ahem, Jennifer Garner.
GRAVITY
HER | DIRECTED BY SPIKE JONZE | RELEASED DEC. 18 |
Bianca Sewake, Online Content Editor
“Her” has struck up a lot ofpositive buzz as athoughtful, compelling
indie breakout film, and is now up for several Oscar awards.
“Her” is a touching and sincere love story that focuses on the need
for human interaction. The film, set in the not-so-distant future of
Los Angeles, follows TheodoreTwombly (Joaquin Phoenix), a lonely
writer, sensitive fromhis impending divorce to his childhood sweet-
heart. Twombly updates his artificial intelligence operating system,
designed to adapt and evolve the more it interacts with its user. The
operating system calls herself Samantha (voiced by Scarlett Johans-
son) and Twombly begins to fall in lovewith her. As their love con-
tinues to grow, Twombly becomes reinvigorated-with life.
The film has beautifuland stunning cinematic scenes as we follow
Twombly on his journeythrough the darkness ofloneliness, the nos-
talgia of a failed marriage, and the light ofhappiness.
Although some critics saythat factoring in “Her” for Best Picture is
a game changer, othercritics are convinced a film with computer love
will switch off the older members of the Academy.
THE WOLF OF WALL STREET | DIRECTED BY MARTIN
SCORSESE | RELEASED DEC. 25 [ Caroline Ferguson, Copy
Chief
When Scorsese and DiCaprio unite, you just know that movie
magic will occur.
“The Wolf of Wall Street” is the true story of one mans de-
baucherous rise to power in the corrupt stock trading business
of late ‘80s New York.
The film is equal parts dramatic and funny, and above all,
profane—it broke the record for the number of F-bombs in a
feature film (506, if anyone was curious). The movie has strong
writing and a stellar supporting cast, but at its core, it’s really all
about DiCaprio’s performance. He pulled out all the stops play-
ing businessman Jordan Belfort, committingfully to developing
a character that audiences just love to hate.
While the nomination for Best Picture was a worthy nod, this
movie is really all about DiCaprio—maybe it’ll fetch him that
Best Actor win we’ve all been waiting for.
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AMERICAN HUSTLE | DIRECTED BY DAVID O.
RUSSELL | RELEASED DEC. 13 | Grace Stetson, A&E Editor
With glitz and glam out the wazoo, David O. Russell’s most re-
cent film “American Hustle” throws the audience back to the
1970s in an elaborate retelling of the FBI’s ABSCAM operation.
The film is headed by Hollywood giants—Christian Bale, Amy
Adams, Bradley Cooper, Jeremy Renner, and Jennifer Law-
rence—four of whom have been nominated for Academy
Awards in the acting categories. The film, in total, has 10 Oscar
nominations this year, which makes it seem even more worthy
of the Best Picture statue.
However, I feel that the film did miss out on certain points. As
Russell has mentioned, a great deal of the script and plot were
improvisedby the actors, which, while interesting, made the al-
ready confusing scandal a bit more so.
Honestly, I just hope that the Academy can appreciate how
much workwas put into the film; you haveto appreciate someone
who’ will gain 50 pounds and get a comb-over (here’s looking at
you, Bale).
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400-YEAR-OLD ‘INVALID’ MADE NEW AT LEE CENTER
Connor Carmill
Volunteer Writer
Seattle University’s production of “The
Imaginary Invalid” has finally hit the
stage at the Lee Center for the Arts.
The show, directed by Ki Gottberg, is
one ofthe most unique theater experi-
ences I’ve ever had, to say the least.
The play is an intricately thun-
derous farce, made up of stock or
archetypal characters, each with a
singular objective—think the male
heartthrob lead, the gold digging sec-
ondwife, the sex-crazed adolescent, the
omniscient doctor.
Although the play was written well
over 400 years ago by French play-
wright Moliere, “The Imaginary In-
valid” is relatable even today.
The story centers around a crotch-
ety old man named Monsieur Argan
(Ishwan Tiwathia), who is obsessed
with finding cures for the numerous
maladies he fancies himself to have.
The narrative concerns the frivolous
pursuit of health care and Seattle U’s
production draws a comparison to the
current battle over Obamacare.
The end result of the play was
one of the most constant streams of
laughter I’ve ever experienced, for a
nearly three-hour running time—
I probably should have had my ribs
checked afterward.
“The hook up to contemporary
times for me is, how do you draw the
line, what do we all deserve in terms
of care,” Gottberg said. “We all de-
serve some level of care, but Monsieur
Argan is obsessed with wasting his
money on any treatment he can get as
a hypochondriac.”
Amazingly enough, the entire play
is set in the main character’s bedroom.
Despite the lack of location changes,
the set itself never became stale. The
play was fast-paced and kept several
characters moving through in a va-
riety of situations, so every scene felt
new and unique as we continued to
view Argan’s bedroom.
The set consisted of a long horse-
shoe-shaped bench, above which was
Argan’s plush bed. Behind his bed was
a grand door, which led to the rest
of the house, and was squeezed on
NICOLE SCHLAEPPI · THE SPECTATOR
From left: Juniors Matt Weingarten, Ishwan Tiwathia and Marshall Lewis rehearse “The Imaginary Invalid
”
either side by a reddish-brown wall
with all sorts of nooks and crannies
holding Argan’s various medicines in
colorful vials.
The updated language, costumes
and lovely set all felt like they were
from different periods, but natu-
rally fit together, giving the play a
wonderful timelessness.
The performances were particularly
enthralling. To make stock characters
so enjoyable throughout a perfor-
mance actually presents an incredible
challenge to the actors.
“Everything I do, I have to concen-
trate on the singular objective; it takes
every ounce of you to maintain that
throughout a performance,” said Mar-
shall Lewis, who plays the romantic
male lead, Cleante.
In the play, Cleante attempts to win
the hand of Argan’s daughter Ange-
lique (Lucy Walker) and tries to sing
himself out of the most difficult situ-
ations. The effect of having so many
different focused characters on stage
was wondrous to watch.
For the entire play, the language
was quick and lines built off each
other to carry the play’s comedy. The
back-and-forth quips between Argan
and his maid Toinette (Meme Gar-
cia), who turned out to be quite the
mastermind herself, were hysterical.
Yet, despite the back-and-forth in-
sults about not completing duties and
faking illness, it was obvious there
was deep-seated care between the
two characters.
All of the performances were spot-
on to the archetypes they were trying
to represent. Junior Kylie Spillman is
brilliant as the femme fatale and sec-
ond wife to Argan, who tries to trick
him into leaving his entire endow-
ment to her rather thanhis daughters.
She isaided by the slick and intelligent
family lawyer (Jacob Swanson), who
pretends to have Argan’s best interests
at hand. The two were, naturally, hav-
ing an affair.
It was strikingly obvious what
each character was trying to do on-
stage—but that’s the point. Wait-
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ing for each character’s own goals to
ramrod in the middle was the root of
the comedy.
As one learns from seeing the per-
formance, the play is about being hu-
man; losing oneself in one’s own en-
deavors, at times closing our minds
off to the bigger picture. Being an idi-
ot every once in a while is just part of
being human.
“We can all be idiots, and the play
draws on that universality? Gottberg
said. “Moliere was a great humanist;
he lovedhumans and he lovedmaking
fun of them.”
It’s incredibly healthy to laugh at
oneself and that’s what Moliere begs
us to do. The characters are fools, but
they’re all the more lovable for it.
“The Imaginary Invalid” will be
playing at Lee Center until March
2; tickets are $6 for students, $8 for
faculty and staff, and $10 for the
general public.
The editormay be reached at
entertainment@su-spectator.com
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PREVIEW ON BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Will McQuilkin
Staff Writer
Brace yourselves, Redhawks: “Game
of Tones” is coming.
On Feb. 28, five Seattle University
musical acts will compete in Campion
Ballroom for the title of champion and
a spot in the Quadstock lineup in May.
The performances will be entirely
by Seattle U students, with four bands
and one solo act showcasing their tal-
ents in front of a small panel and an
audience, all ofwhom will decide the
winner by voting via text message.
The event has a 25-year history at
Seattle U, according to Battle of the
Bands chair Antonio Dowling.
“Battle of the Bands is just as old
as Quadstock,” Dowling said. “It has
always been a tradition to have the
winner play at Quadstock, so the two
events have always existed alongside
one another.”
The five acts that will be performing
at the event are COHO, Sarah and the
Scallywags, Albatross, Elijah Poston
and Paul Fitzpatrick.
In general, Seattle U bands seem
to be leaning toward a folky, alter-
native sound in their music—no
surprise, given the reemergence of
folk and acoustic bands in the music
scene today.
This year’s Battle of the Bands looks
to be an entertaining one. Guest judg-
es Tara and Jim Roth, both Seattle
musicians, will be evaluating each act
before a text vote that will allow the
audience to decide the winner.
While we’re not sure exactly howthe
Game of Thrones pun applies to mu-
sic, the music should speak for itself.
Battle of the Bands’ “Game of Tones”
will take case in Campion Ballroom
on Feb. 28 beginning at 8 p.m.; tick-
ets are available at the CAC and at the
door for $5.
Will maybe reached at
wmcquilkin@su-spectator.com
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COHO
ALBATROSS
SARAH AND THE SKALLIWAGS




The only band to have played in
last year’s event, COHO is a self-
described “new age folk band.” The
band is made up of Laura Germano
(banjo), Zach Meyers (bass), Dan
Giroux (percussion), Chris Schaberg
(guitar), Shane Haworth (guitar) and
Bradley Haworth (keyboards).
“We performed last yearand played
well,” said Meyers. “But this year we’re
This alternative-folk band got its
start last summer, when singer/song-
writer Chris Schaberg met drum-
mer Jordan Marx, who then intro-
duced bassist Jordan Chakerian to
the group.
“We actually planned on bonding
Sarah and the Scallywags is a
fun, casual group of people look-
ing to make quality music with
one another.
The four-part band define their
sound as “alternative soul.” The group
has a lot influences, listing everyone
fromDawes, to James Brown to Espe-
Paul Fitzpatrick could not be reached
for comment.
However, the band, which features
a horn section, will likely be com-
petitive in the event. They have been
rumored to practice in a dark room,
Poston, the only solo act in the show,
is an alternative acoustic musician ;
from Germantown, Tenn. Tire multi- ;
instrumentalist recorded and re-
leased a six-track EP last March, and
is looking for a strong performance at :
this year’s Battle of the Bands.
In discussing the influence for his
basically a different band.”
Last year, the group was missing
Germano and had yet to add percus-
sionist Giroux.
When asked about their expecta-
tions, the bandnrates joked, “We did
have one gig where we wound up be-
ing paid in tacos. If that happens at
[Battle of the Bands], I think we can
count it as a win.”
over Elder Scrolls,” said Marx.
The group started to play together
soon after, and point to Lake Street
Dive, Led Zeppelin and Paul Simon
as respective influences.
ranza Spalding.
The band features a diverse range
of instruments. With Sarah McHugh
on vocals, Daniel Reeve on guitar,
Kelvin Mason on bass and Ian Car-
rick on mandolin, it will be interest-
ing to see where this distinctive band
finishes in the voting.
and the band is said to have a good
sound.
music, Poston said: “I couldn’t pos-
sibly name all of the people [that I’m
grateful for], but there are crucial
people to thank. Mom, Dad, Nicole
thank you for everything of course,”
said the guitarist.
PHOTOS BY AMY TRUONG • THE SPECTATOR
If you don’t have plans for your Friday, why not head on over to KSUB and listen to some awesome live (and
loud) music?
This Friday, the studio will feature local band KAIROS, a newly emerging group in the Seattle music scene.
KAIROS is described on their Bandcamp page as a solo project of Lena Simon, known in the Seattle scene from
bands Pollens, Tomten and Throw Me the Statue.
The music of this new project, which also features musicians familiar with the KSUB studio-stage, describe
themselves on Tumblr as “subtle yet driving, with themes of patience and departure.” The groups debut
EP is expected to release soon, but the first single off the EP, “That Which Does Not,” is currently available
for download.
• So, if you’re looking to feel some beachy vibes in the end ofFebruary, make sure to head over to KSUB’s lounge
on Friday for a great time!
The show will take place inKSUB’s studio at 8 p.m. on Feb. 28th, so head on over and jam out.
KSUB PREVIES: IN STUDIO WITH KAIROS
VAGINA MONOLOGUES’TALKS FEMINISM AT SU
Maggie Molloy
Staff Writer
This weekend, Seattle University’s an-
nual showing of “The Vagina Mono-
logues” seeks to put the word “vagina”
on everybody’s lips.
“Half the world has a vagina,” said
cast member Maddie Olson. “You
might as well get to know what’s
going on.”
Written by Eve Ensler and premier-
ing in 1996, “TheVagina Monologues”
is a feminist episodic play composed
of several vignettes about women’s di-
verse experiences with their bodies.
The themes include sex, love, rape,
menstruation, birth, genital mutila-
tion and orgasm, among others.
“It’s a play that never claims to tell
every story, but it tells as many as it
can,” said Akaila Ballard, co-director
and cast member of the current pro-
duction. “One of its strengths is that it
does touch on a broad scope of issues.”
“It takes people from different
backgrounds, different ages, different
perspectives [and] different coun-
tries, and gives them a platform to
share their story,” noted cast member
Louise Gappa.
The show for this year’s run isco-di-
rected by Ballard and Celina Ensenat.
“We’re hoping to reduce the stigma
around vaginas,” Ensenat said. “We’re
trying to encourage conversation
about vaginas and show they’re not
this dirty, secret thing that only has to
do with sex.”
The monologues illustrate a variety
of experiences with the vagina, both
positive and negative.
“It’s a really diverse show,” Olson
said. “It will take you from really
laughing to maybe feeling uncomfort-
able, to being very sad or devastated. It
pulls at every emotion.”
“It gives a fuller view of what it is
actually like to be a woman, and the
struggles and triumphs that come
along with it,” said cast member Su-
sanna Waldrop, who will perform
the monologue “Because He Liked to
Look at It.”
This monologue is about a woman
who thought her vagina was ugly un-
til she met a man who loved to spend
hours looking at it.
“The main storybehind it is that ev-
ery woman should love their vagina
and be able to accept who they are and
what their body is,” Waldrop said.
Other monologues are more sol-
emn. “My Vagina Was My Village”
describes a Bosnian woman impris-
oned in a rape camp during the Yugo-
slav Wars in the 1990s. She was one of
tens of thousands ofwomen who were
repeatedly raped as a systematic war
tactic. The monologue is told by two
women: one illustrates the woman’s
sexual experiences before the rape
camp, and the other her experiences
as a rape victim.
Gappa plays the role of the woman
before the rape camp.
“She was very comfortable with
her sexuality,” Gappa said. “But it
gynecologist check-ups.
“It’s so true,” Ballard laughed.
“It’s something every woman has
experienced when she goes to
the gynecologist.”
Ballard said women do not want to
suffer through these everyday annoy-
ances. “We want to go about our lives
and we want to have orgasms, we want
to feel pleasure, we want to not'hate
our bodies,” Ballard said. “Ourvaginas
are angry about that.”
The monologues are based off in-
terviews Ensler conducted with 200
women of varying ages, ethnicities,
and sexual orientations in the early
‘90s. In 1998, Ensler began the global
V-Day Movement, which strives to
end violence against women.
Seattle U’s “The Vagina Mono-
logues” are donating 10 percent of
their profits to the National V-Day
Campaign, which distributes re-
sources for people to present “The
drastically changed.”
Olson plays the woman after the
camp. Olson’s character tells the
story of “all the unspeakable hor-
rors that her vagina had to endure,”
Ballard said.
The actors focus on strength in this
monologue, ending with the woman
angry and determined to fight back
against violence.
Ballard is performing the mono-
logue “My Angry Vagina,” a more
lighthearted rant about the every-
day injustices that vaginas endure,
such as tampons, douches and
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Vagina Monologues.”
The other 90 percent of profits are
being donated to the Northwest Net-
work, which works to end abuse
and create conditions to support
healthy relationships.
“They’re focused on the LGBTQ
community as well as the straight
community,” Ensenat said. “They’re
super inclusive.”
Inclusivity is an important element
of “The Vagina Monologues.” The cast
hopes to reach a diverse audience in-
cluding men, Jesuits, and other un-
likely viewers. Ballard and Ensenat
invited Fr. Stephen Sundborg, S.J.
and other Jesuits to attend the perfor-
mance for free.
‘“The Vagina Monologues’ are a
stepping stone that aids in the conver-
sation about vaginas, especially for a
Catholic campus,” Ensenat noted.
“The feminist conversation is a con-
versation for everyone who is willing
to be a part of it in a critical and re-
spectful way,” Ballard said.
“The Vagina Monologues” will take
place in the Pigott Auditorium on Feb.
28 at 7 p.m. and March 2 at 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. Student tickets are $5 in ad-
vance or $8 at the door.
Maggie may be reached at
mmolloy@su-spectator.com





The story ofPompeii is fertile ground
for fiction. When the bustling city
was demolished by the eruption of
Mt. Vesuvius in 79 C.E., it was occu-
pied by over 20,000 people and was
one small component of the world’s
current economic and military super-
power: the Roman Empire.
A supposedly “modern city” with
a thriving port and a complex wa-
ter system laid low, seemingly out of
nowhere, by the oft-forgotten forces
COURTESY OF FILMDISTRICT
Did anyone really find the ending—or the entire 104 minutes—surprising? Seri-
ously, reading the history of the disaster would be more entertaining.
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of nature.
A film based on this particular mo-
ment could be a thrilling experi-
ence—an exploration of the fragility
of human splendor, or a compel-
ling look at how ancient peoples
dealt with natural disaster amidst
rampant hedonism.
Instead, audiences have been deliv-
ered “Pompeii”: a formulaic bore-fest
that brings nothing new to either the
disaster or action movie genres.
The film follows Milo (Kit Haring-
ton), a Celtic warrior sold into slavery
after the scheming Roman senator
Corvus (Kiefer Sutherland) kills his
family. The film doesn’t delve much
into Milo’s backstory—it just assumes
that, because his parents were mur-
dered, Milo would grow up into a
muscle-bound killing machine who
can speak to horses. When the Ro-
mans learn of his martial prowess,
they send him to Pompeii tocompete
in the city’s festival.
From there, everything that hap-
pens is what anyone who has seen
movie in the last 10 years would ex-
pect. Cassia (Emily Browning), the
puckish young daughter of the city’s
governor, falls in love with Milo be-
cause he breaks a horse’s neck (in a
really tender way) and then spends
the rest of the film getting chained
to things and saved by her sweating
lover. Corvus hangs at the peripheral,
killing the necessary amount of inno-
cent people and talking a lot about the
differencebetween Romans and “sav-
ages.” People are stabbed, mountains
explode—nothing else really happens.
The movie is just bad. It’s not even
bad in a good way, because none of it
is remotely novel. In fact, I’m pretty
sure that if you took any single line
from the movie and entered into a
database of Hollywood scripts, you
wouldn’t fine a single sentence of dia-
logue that was unique from a dozen
other forgettable action movies.
But enough of that. Anyone who
watched the trailer could have prob-
ably ascertained for themselves how
bad this movie is. Instead of wasting
any more time telling folks how bad
this obviously bad movie is, I decided
to make a short list of other ways to
spend $12 that will be infinitely more
enjoyable than seeing this movie.
1. Go to Elliott Bay Book Com-
pany and buy the book this movie is
based on, by Robert Harris. Or just
buy a book about Pompeii itself and
learn something, instead ofwatching
a couple of guys hit each other for
two hours.
2. Buy 12 $1 notebooks and write
12 scripts that will undoubtedly be
more interesting than the one used
for “Pompeii.”
3. Buy baking soda and clay and
make your own volcano, a process
thatwill probably take just as long as
watching this movie and will be 10
times as thrilling.
4. Send as many letters as possible
to TriStar Pictures and tell them to
stop putting money into movies that
are unapologetically terrible and add
nothing to human life.
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Sf" Carceral State: A Panel
of National Transgen-
der Activists @ Pigott
Auditorium 6 p.m.
SU BASEBALL STARTS SEASON STRONG
Will McQuilkin
Staff Writer
The Seattle University baseball season
is just beginning, and the team is al-
ready winning. Having opened up last
season with just two wins in the first
ten games, the team is looking much
stronger this season, winning five of
the past eight games.
The winning record is thanks in
large part to the pitching staff, which
has been stellar in these early games.
In fact, the staff has already earned
accolades. According to GoSeattleU.
com, sophomore Connor Moore won
player of the week for his strong per-
formance against the University of
California, Davis Aggies in the season
opener. According to the site, “Moore
shut down the UC Davis Aggies for
seven innings, giving up only three
hits and one walk while striking out a
career-high six batters.”
However, the spotlight among the
pitchers isn’t dominated by just one
player—it’s being shared. In a recent
win over the Cal State Northridge
Matadors, Moore, Grant Gunning,
Garrett Anderson and Will Dennis
put together a pitching performance
that allowed the Hawks to stay in the
game and come from behind for a 4-2
win over the Matadors.
“[Pitching Coach Elliot Cribby] has
done a great job of establishing roles
for our staff. The relief has been great
at keeping us in games,” said head
coach Donny Harrel. “Will Dennis on
the back end has been outstanding.
Not a single left-handed hitter has got-
ten a hit off ofhim.”
The team is also getting help on the
offensive side of things. In two recent
wins, the Redhawks were able to come
from behind and score runs late in the
game in order to win. While this is due
in part to the pitching staff, which has
been able to keep games by allowing
limited runs, it is impossible to deny
that the Seattle U offense has had its
fair share of heroics.
SPORTS
In a rubber match game against
Cal State Northridge on Feb. 23, the
Hawks were able toput together a sev-
enth inning rally that tied the game at
one. With a runner on second, Cash
McGuire hit a ground rule double to
score Brock Carpenter. Seattle U then
blew the game open, scoring three
runs in the eighth to put an exclama-
tion point on the win.
{Thecohesiveness of the Iteam seems stronger Ithan in the past. vDonny Harrel,
Head Coach
“Thecohesiveness ofthe team seems
stronger than in the past. The older
guys are taking the younger guys un-
der their wings and that leadership is
huge for the comfort level ofthe team
as a whole,” Harrel said. “We’ve really
had freshman step up, Carpenter and
Finfer and Mccann who have contrib-
uted early, and that is due in large part
to the leadership they’re seeing.”
The team looks good coming into a
home stand against a highly-ranked
Cal Poly squad.
“We’re excited about how the road
started,” Harrel said. “Hopefully we
get some fans out here whilewe’re here
in Seattle, because as you know it’s im-
portant to dominate whenyou’re play-
ing at home.”
Will may be reached at
wmcquilkin@su-spectator.com
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK:




B. What’s yourfavorite weekend*
activity?
A: “Sleeping.*5
Q« What is the coolest/favorite
class you’ve taken?
Al“Our Med Search I clinical.”
Q« Is there something you consis-
tently do before games?
Q: What’s yourfavorite food? “I usually try to take a nap if I
„ , „ „ , , ,
.
*
can, or watch ‘Breaking Bad.555
A I loveall foods, but my favor-
ite is teriyaki”
TREVOR UMBINETTI • THE SPECTATOR
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MEET SU’S NEW MEN’S SOCCER RECRUITS
Grace Stetson
A&E Editor
The upcoming 2014-2015 mens soc-
cer season is already starting, and
it looks like it should be a pretty
radical season.
According to an article published
on GoSeattleU.com, head coach Peter
Fewing recently announced that the
Seattle University team has already
signed on five players for this upcom-
ing season and is still working to find
other incoming student athletes.
“We’re almost always recruiting;
we’re already talking about the classes
[entering in] 2015 and 2016,” Fewing
said in a phone interview with The
Spectator. Fewing explained that he
first noticed his new recruits all the
way back in 2012. The recruiting pro-
cess, as is already evident, takes place
almost nonstop. “For the upcoming
season, we went to Dallas, Las Vegas,
California, Oregon, et cetera,” Fewing
stated. “And I’ve been getting emails
from all over the world, including Ar-
gentina and Brazil. Being a DI team in
a great city like Seattle, at a Jesuit uni-
versity, is very appealing to top-level
student athletes.”
While Fewing is still looking for
players to bring in for the fall, he ex-
plained that his and the team’s goal is
always to go further. “We want to get
better and do better than we did last
year, and we want to go further in the
NCAA tournament,” he said. “The
[current] players get so excited in the
experience that they want to go fur-
ther, and our goal is to get these [new]
guys to come in and help us. That is
our hope and our expectation.”
Here is a look at the
incoming players.
IBRAHIMADRAME
Forward | Seattle, Wash.
Drame, a two-year varsity starter on
the men’s team at Nathan Hale High
School, currently serves as the team
captain for the Crossfire Soccer Acad-
20 SPORTS
emy. Because he’s a local, Fewing states
that he and the assistant coaches have
been able to view his playing capabili-
ties for quite some time, and they are
excited for what he can bring to the
Seattle U men’s team.
“He is physically strong enough to




Fewing first saw Ayala play in 2012
and he is impressed by how much
Ayala has grown in the past two years.
“He’s a very good athlete, very smooth
and composed on the ball and good
with both feet,” Fewing said. “He
could probably play a couple of differ-
ent positions [at Seattle U].”
A two-year varsity letter winner at
Jesuit High School in Sacramento,
Ayala has helped his current team in
three straight playoffappearances and
a sectional championship. He was also
named “Most Inspirational” for the
2013 season. Ayala also has six years
ofexperience with the club Sacramen-
to United, operating as the team’s cap-
tain for four of those years.
NICK PRASAD
Defender | Surrey, B.C.
Described by Fewing as a “leader on
the field,” Prasad has a great deal of
experience with the Enver Creek Sec-
ondary team, receiving the Coaches’
Choice Award in 2012 and 2013,
named Student-Athlete of the Year in
2008, 2009 and 2010, and working as
the team’s captain from 2009 to 2012.
A 2013 graduate, Prasad has played
with the Vancouver Whitecaps
since 2012.
“He is very disciplined and dedi-
cated, and physically very strong on a
very good team,” Fewing said. “He has
the potential to come in and start in
the fall; he’s a leader on the field and
he wants to be a pro some day”
AGUSTIN ANDRADE III
Midfielder \ Ojai, Calif.
Fewing described the 5’7” Andrade as
a “small guy”—but, regardless of his
height, Fewing stated that Andrade
has terrific agility and plays big.
Andrade is currently an attacking
center midfielder at Nordhoff High
School in Ojai, Calif., where he has
worked as a four-year starter and as
a team captain. Outside ofhis school,
Andrade has competed on several
club teams, and is most recently a
member of the Santa Barbara Soccer
Club, where he started in 2010.
“He is good with both feet, has
good vision, and a good work rate,”
Fewing said. “He’s quick and always
knows what his options are to get out
of trouble.”
ROBBIE LANDEROS
Midfielder/Defender \ Santa Barbara,
Calif.
A teammate of Andrade, Landeros is
described as a “wide player and tire-
less worker” by Fewing. Landeros is
currently a four-year varsity starter
from San Marcos High School in
Santa Barbara, Calif., and was named
an All-Channel League Selection in
2012 and 2013. He has also served as
the teamcaptain of the Santa Barbara
Soccer Club since 2007.
“He’s strong and could probably play
right-midfield,” Fewing said.




As the winter months drone on and
the rain pours unceasingly, one fact
remains true—football season is over.
Coming off the Seahawks’ win, Seattle
is in desperate need of a new outlet
for their fanaticism and the National
Hockey League (NHL) might grant
the fans just that.
The science and study of sports fa-
naticism is rich, expanding into the
fields of psychology, philosophy and
sociology. With spring quickly ap-
proaching, and a failed attempt to
buy the Sacramento Kings still a fresh
wound, Seattle fanscall for an alterna-
tive. Incidentally, the possibility of a
Seattle hockey team is growing.
NHL deputy commissioner Bill
Daly stated during Super Bowl week
that the league has made no official
decision on expansion with regard
to a hockey team; however, there
has been a number of rumors sur-
SEATTLE WANTS BACK ON THE COURT, OR THE ICE
rounding Seattle as a potential target
for the sport.
“I think it's safe to say we're very in-
trigued by the Pacific Northwest gen-
erally. Going forward I would expect
that, to the extent expansion comes
into the picture or relocation is need-
ed, I'm sure the Pacific Northwest is
going to get serious consideration,”
Daley said in a CBS Sports article.
Junior accounting major Chris Gla-
ser was lukewarm about the idea.
“I think a lot more people care about
basketball than hockey. It might be a
little different being in the Northwest
because we have some transplants
from Canada. Especially with the way
the Sonics were taken from Seattle,”
Glaser said.
Hesitant Seattleites might have to
yield to the idea of the NHL, thanks
to some unsuccessful dealings with
the National Basketball Association
(NBA) last spring.
In May, some of Seattle’s wealthiest
investors, Steve Ballmer included, ap-
proached the Maloof family—owners
of the Sacramento Kings since 1999.
With an initial offer of $357 mil-
lion in April and then a raise to $406
million plus a $115 million reloca-
tion fee that would be split among
the 29 NBA owners, the decision to
buy the Kings was put to a vote. After
five months of debating, Sacramento
owners dedcided that the team would
stay. Commissioner David Stern
explained the choice saying, “This
wasn't an anti-Seattle vote, this was a
pro-Sacramento vote.”
“People from Sacramento really
love their team and I wouldn’t want
to take that away from them,” said
sophomore Christian Otsuka, who is
from California.
Glaser did add that hockey could be
beneficial. “I know a lot ofpeople talk
about the way they would be excited
for a hockey team. It’s still a fun event.
The tickets are usually cheaper than
other sporting events.”
But, it appears that the art of being
a fan goes beyond just “fun events.”
Eric Simmons, author of “The Secret
Lives of Sports Fans,” defined sports
as “a real relationship in your brain. In
a very real sense, the sports team be-
comes a part ofyou.”
Psychologists understand the expe-
rience of a sports spectator as a com-
bination of many visceral reactions.
Whether fans are at a game or watch-
ing from home, their experience is a
result of mirror neuron activation. It
is this neural firing that explains fans’
fervent connections to their chosen
teams and their success.
In 1976, Professor Robert Cialdini
at Arizona State University coined a
term to describe the phenomenon of
embracing a win as BIRG—Basking
in Reflected Glory. Through BIRGing,
fans experience a sense of pride for
their team’s accomplishments, though
they have not physically contributed.
Cialdini compared it to a parent ad-
vertising their child’s academic suc-
FE9RUARY 26, 2014
cess with a bumper sticker brag. The
parent feels some sense of responsibil-
ity for their child’s success; they are
basking in the glory that their child
has received.
No matter the game, Glaser sees
sports as a type of “fraternity.” He
shares experts’ opinions on the
art of fanaticism by describing the
experience of a game.
“When you’re in a stadium with all
these other fans, you share a common
bond. It just makes it all that much
more exciting,” Glaser said.
Though we realistically won’t be see-
ing Isaiah Thomas on a Seattle court
anytime soon, Seattle sports fans
could embrace the Canadian border
and get excited about the potential for
a hockey team.
Darlene may be reached at
dgraham@su-spectator.com
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A BIG THANKS TO DANCE
MARATHON
WhenI was growing up, I was veryclose with my cousin Hannah. Our families
lived only a few minutes apart and even though she was five years younger than
me, we were like sisters. We’d bake cupcakes and jump on her trampoline. We’d
wreak havoc on our living rooms with elaborate pillow forts,and I’d paint her
stubby fingernails. We still did these things after she was diagnosed with a rare
brain tumor when she was nine years old. For a while, anyway.
But eventually things got harder. The trampoline was replaced with movies
and board games. In time, cupcakes were swapped out for loads of medication.
The first time I really registered that things were serious, we were having a
makeshift Thanksgiving dinner in a meeting room at Seattle Children’s Hospi-
tal. Despite the horrible circumstances, the staff at Seattle Children’s made us
feel welcome, even festive, as we tucked into our microwaved feast. It was the
best we could do.
Seattle U students raised over $59,000 for the hospital’s Uncompensated Care
Fund this weekend. Cancer is hard enough when your family is fortunate, as
mine was. Staring down terminal childhood illness and financial hardship?
That’d be next to impossible. Hannah fought cancer with her trademark cour-
age and stubbornness, but lost her battle in 2010 after a recurrence. Hearing
everyone excitedly discuss Dance Marathon reopens the wounds every year—-
after all, they never really go away. But I’m overwhelmingly proud ofmy fellow
students’commitment, compassion and drive.
Were Hannah still with us, she’d be 16 years old. She’d probably be looking at
colleges. Perhaps she still is, in a way. And ifshe’s looking at Seattle U right now,
I just know she has only good things to say.
the Spectator editorial boardconsists ofKellie Cox, Caroline Ferguson, Dallas Goschie, Colleen Fontana, Grace Stetson, Collin Overbuy, EmilyHedberg, Kateri Town, Alyssa Brandt, Kelsey Cook and Bianca Sewake. Signed commen-
taries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those ofThe Spectator. The views expressed in these editorials are not necessarily theviews ofSeattle University.
- Caroline Ferguson, Copy Chief& Managing Editor
“American Hustle,’ because they have an
awesome cast and won a lot of Golden
Globe awards.”
Samantha Hobson, Freshman
WHAT MOVIE DO YOU THINK SHOULD WIN BEST PICTURE?
;
“‘Dallas Buyers Club’ should win because
die movie has a good message develop-
ing the cure for aids and Matthew Mc-





Governor Jay Inslee recently called for Washington lawmakers to allow for state-
wide standardizedtest results to be included in teacherevaluations—apparently
after the Obama administration threatened to withhold the state’s $40 million
funding under the No Child Left Behind act in exchange for compliance.
But standardized tests are standardizing learning. And we sure as hell don’t
all learn in the same way. So why are we continually evaluated as though we do?
While No ChildLeft Behind is an often-lambastedprogram, it is a massive pro-
gram that was undertakenwith the best intentions and has managed to accom-
plish a great deal in several areas.
It has undoubtedly failed, however, with its emphasis on standardized test-
ing. Not only do students suffer under these expectations, but teachers are then
evaluated based on the results of these tests—meaning real learning and con-
nection in the classroom suffers so teachers can focus on the numbers rather
than the students. Washington state has long been allowed to evaluate teachers
based on the scores received on local tests, arguably a much better (albeit still
flawed) measure of student progress/teacher skill. Under this more relaxed pol-
icy, schools can better match tests with their curriculum and the pace of their
own classroom learning. And, ultimately, teachers can teach better, students can
learn better, and test scores will improve because kids are understanding, not
just memorizing.
The Obama administration does itselfand the country an enormous disser-
vice by removing the flexibility that they had previously granted from the pro-
gram and rolling it back to its ineffective and draconian rigidities.
:
"I think *12 Years A Slave’ will win because
the actors did a really good job and al-
though the movie portraying slavery was
hard to watch, it was important to see.”
SB Katie Mazeski, Freshman
..........
“The Wolf of Wall Street’ because Leo
DiCaprio deserves it. He’s a fantastic
actor.The story was deep and detailed
and the whole cast did a great job.”
Stuart McMurran, Senior




Emily is not a licensedguidance counselor,
but neither was Ann Landers.
Ql’m notfeeling passionate about any-* thing I used to care about anymore. Is* that weird?
A No, it happens to everybody. Maybe you are depressed andthis is a symptom, which is also not weird. Maybe you’re
getting burnt out because it ’s the middle ofFebruary. Stay
active, keep yourroom clean, eat vegetables and talk to someone- a
pal or a professional.
QI think myfriend might'be drinking too much. What shouldl Ido?
A Suggest/partake in
activities with them that don’t involve drink-
• ing. Also, discuss it in a sober, private moment. Use positive
• language that opens the dialogue, and avoid accusations or using
terms like “alcoholic” or “problem.” Try “I’ve noticed x,’ what do
you think?” The first person perspective and asking their opinion is likely
to go over constructively. Come from a place of loving concern instead of
attacking or criticizing their behavior. It is very easy to get defensive when
someone says that something you do habitually is not tight, so tryyour
hardest to keep it a conversation instead of a lecture. They may just have a
different lifestyle than you, or may get defensive anyway, but you’re being a
virtuous friend so you might have to let it go for now if they’re not being re-
ceptive. They could have already recognized it in themselves so this could be
extra sensitive. Also, don’t expect immediateresults. You saying something
just puts it on their radar and that is a good thing.
Siyanora,
Emily
Visit www.seattlespectator.com/category/opinion/ to submit a question.
by Emily August
CORRECTIONS:
In the “SU Tech Gives the ‘Genius Bar’ Model a Shot” story Chuck Porter’s
first name was spelled incorrectly in a pull quote. We regret the error.
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Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
If you’ve got a crush,
This columns for you.
Wanna flirt? Send your crush to cat@su-spectator.com.
I sit to your left in the class
we have together, but you
sit right in my heart. Your
beautiful eyes tell me tales all
class long, while your lus-
cious locks serenade my soul
like the siren song sung by
sea-dwelling sorority sisters.
Let’s spend some time in each
others eyes, hopefully over a
steaming plate of spaghetti.
For a girl like me, your
impressive collection of dark
garments is quite exciting.
I sure do love a man who
knows how to dress down,
and you do it all the way to
your toes. I hope that you can
dig my white and off white
closet colorway, because I
think that we would make a
winning couple. We would
make a human yin and yang
symbol when we hug.
Your long brown hair is only semi-annoying. Hie rude way you
smoke your cigarettes during class breaks is passable as well, but
what really has me madly in lovewith you is the way in which you
ignore all those around you who are not immediately important to
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